
Local Area 

What are the features and uses of our local area? 
To answer this question we will be: 

 Making aerial (bird’s-eye view) maps of our school grounds, gardens or streets 

 Using basic geographical vocabulary to refer to and describe key physical and human features 

 Identifying land use around school and around our settlement, describing how land use changed over time 

 Surveying the local area for birds 

Vocabulary 

Map A specially drawn picture of a place, often from above 

Symbol A picture that represents and word or group of words, used on maps to make things clear and easy to find 

House A building that people live in 

Direction Where someone or something is pointing or moving 

Fieldwork Using maps to go out and about to get a practical understanding of an area 

Compass A special tool that helps you know which direction you are facing e.g. North, East, South, West 

Distance How far away something is 

Survey To examine something carefully and collect information about it 

River A large natural stream of water flowing in a particular course toward a lake, sea or other body of water 

Field A wide open area. Sometimes where sports events take place. Sometimes used for growing crops.  

Woodland Land covered with trees and vegetation 

Street A public road in a town or city along which vehicles travel. Streets often have pavements and buildings 

along their sides 

Key Helps us understand map symbols 

Settlement A place where people have settled to live 

Physical feature A feature that has been formed by nature e.g. beach, coast, forest, hill, mountain, vegetation, weather 

Human feature A feature that has been made or changed by humans e.g. shops, offices, railways, bridges, schools, farms 

Town An area with streets, houses and buildings that is larger than a village but usually smaller than a city 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


